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NOTICE. 



In the present little volume, all the parables spoken by our 
Lord, which have been preserved by the Evangelists, have been 
brought together, and arranged in an order which it is hoped 
will contribute to their being understood in their connection 
with each other. Spoken origiailly by our Divine Saviour to 
the people, they may witti the greatest justice be regarded as, 
in an especial manner^ HU legacy of public instruction for all 
generations and all aondiUons of life. 

"It is not goo4,** Hnyt Solomon, "for the soul to bo with- 
out knowledge ;*' a»t if il has pleated Divine wisdom to utter 
to the people thingd kept aecret from the beginning of the 
world in the form of (amblefl^ it maybe hoped that the present 
attempt at grouping these {Miables together so as to present 
them, in addition to their individtial truth and beauty, in the 
form of a coherent body of doctrine, will find welcome accept- 
ance as an additional instrument available for the advancement 
of the people in the acquisition of Christian knowledge. 

The very brief commentary which accompanies the text of 
the parables is chiefly derived from the Catena Aurea of St. 
Thomas of Aquin, and embodies the expositions of the prin- 
cipal Fathers and Doctors of the Church, occasionally varied 
by extracts from Cornelius k Lapide, Maldonatus^ and <^<.Vsss«^- 
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INTRODUCTION. 

** To you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God : but to them that are without, all things are done in par- 
ables ; that seeing they may see and not perceive ; and heariue 
they may hear and not understand ; lest at any time they should 
be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them" (St. Mark 
iv. 11, 12). The parables of which our Saviour is here speaking 
have now been before the world for many generations, and have 
been fEuniliarly known to innumerable multitudes of persons, 
in all parts of the world ; and yet to this day the same thing 
which was characteristic of them when spoken marks them 
still. To those who really are disciples it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God which are contained in them : 
to others they remain mere parables, not unfrequently indeea 
admired and even quoted, beautiful in their way as anecdotes, 
but without in the least disclosing their real meaning. Thus 
the very mode of teaching by way of parable makes in the out- 
set a positive demand upon the attention and the submission 
of the hearer, who, failing in these two respects, will be sure to 

fo away without gaining the benefit intended to be conferred. 
[ence Jesus speaks of hearing and not understanding, and says, 
at the end of His very first parable, ** he that hath ears to hear^ 
Ut him hearj^^ that is^ let him hear in the way that a true dis- 
ci|il« ought to be willmg to learn from hia mAS^^st. 

In the Sermon on the Mo\Mi\i» wA «a q'^^ ^xSsSsnr ^^^^ 
acmh Jem addmited Himaeii aai%c^ V^VJtift V^'^Jj^C^Sss^ 
IB nothing whkih gives reuKmio W3cp^«» ^i2^»*^ ^^^ ^'^^ 
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to understand His words both then and at other times. He 
spoke to them at those times of their duties, their temptations, 
and their dangers, in the character of a lawgiver who intended 
that his words and precepts should be at least sufficiently un- 
derstood ; but in His parables He spoke to them of the myste- 
ries of the kingdom of God in a way which He did not intend 
should be understood simply and imconditionally. Of these He 
said, speaking to His chosen disciples, " To you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God : but to them that 
are without, in parables." The parable, therefore, unlike the 
precept, contains beneath its sur£a,ce a mystery of the kingdom 
of heaven; to arrive at the knowledge of which is given only to 
those who are content and willing to be disciples, and to search 
for the truth imder due guidance and direction. 

Again, if Divine wisdom, which formed man out of nothing, 
and breathed into him a living and intelligent soul, has chosen 
the form of parables in which to discourse to him of the mys- 
teries of the eternal kingdom, into which the angels desire to 
look, how can the Christian show his gratitude to his Di- 
vine Teacher in a more suitable manner than by approaching 
in a docile and willing spirit to their study ? The intelb'gent 
soul which God has created natui*ally loves knowledge, or its 
creation would not have been the work of God : and if there 
can be no food for the mind in the way of knowledge more ele- 
vating and instructive, and at the same time more full of prac- 
tical wisdom and learning, than our Divine Saviour's own words, 
this must be especially true of those words of His which con- 
tain, as He Himself says, the mysteries of His kingdom. Yet 
the all-important truth to bear in mind is, that for the study 
of the parables a docile spirit is pre-eminently required ; for 
they who are without see and do not perceive, hear and do not 
understand, because they do not know what a docile and teach- 
able spirit means, and are in no sense willing to believe that 
they can possibly stand in need of a guide; and thus they never 
come to the knowledge of the truth, notwithstanding that they 
^^ so familiar with ita outward form. 

^m^'^^^^ffardto the order in which thepaw^\e»«!c^wx«cittji^, 
^m&ie principle on ffhich it proceeds, tliie eTMMMi%>sn.AT^' 
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marks will be in place. In the government of His eternal king- 
dom, Gk)d, as we learn from other sources, foreknew that the 
three following things would in due time be accomplished : 

I. That the people whom He had brought out of Effypt, 
and had fed with manna in the wilderness, giving them laws 
from Heaven, and bringing them into possession of the good 
land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and sending His 
servants the prophets to bring them back into the good way from 
which they were always straying, — would deny Him on His ap- 
pearing amongst them otherwise than they had Adsely imagined, 
and had expected that He oueht to appear ; that they woula 
put Him to death, and would thereupon cease to be His people. 
" After sixty-two weeks," says Daniel, " Christ shall be slain, 
and the people that shall deny Him shall not be His** (Ban. ix. 
26). 

II. That He should become known and adored by all the 
nations of the world as the Shepherd and the Physician of lost 
and suffering souls scattered upon the face of the whole earth. 
The patriarch Jacob spoke of Him as the " Desired of the 
nations ;" and Isaias foretold Him as one whom the Lord had 
anointed " to preach to the meek, to heal the contrite of heart, 
to preach a release to the captives, and deliverance to them 
that are shut up. To comfort all that mourn ; to give them a 
crown for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, a garment of praise 
for the spirit of grief, that tney may be called the mighty ones 
of justice, the planting of the Lord, to glorify Him** (Isaias 
Ixi. 1-3). 

III. ^' That the mountain of the LoihI's house should be 
established on the top of the mountains, and exalted above 
the hiUs, and all nations shall flow into it. For many people 
shall go, and say : Come and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob, and He will teach 
us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths ; for the law 
shall come forth from Sion, and the word of the Lord from Je- 
rusalem" (Isaias ii. 2, 3). In the third and last ^lawifc^NJaK?^^^'^ 
order of the eternal kingdom teqvnie^ V)Q»X»^^^Vci\».^^^^^ 
lifted up as an ensign to the nations, ^o>a\^ «^ ""^^f^cSlscc^. *^5«^ 

kingdom, and enroU them as His Bo\^ct^> ^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^ 
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duties of their he^veiily warfare, and the dangers that beset 
their march across the wilderness to the promised land, whi- 
ther He is leading them. 

The parables, therefore, if it be true that they reveal the 
mysteries of the eternal kingdom of God, will naturaUy &11 
imder these three main divisions. In the first of them will be 
shown the casting off the unfaithful people who themselves re- 
jected and crucified their Lord and Saviour ; in the second, the 
personal character of the Shepherd and Bestorer of lost souls 
among the nations of the world ; and in the third, the chief 
doctrines of the way of eternal life, which He who has been 
lifted up as a standard to the Gentiles calls upon all men to 
learn and practise, that they may have their part with Him in 
the life eternal. 
- Under these three general heads, viz. 

I. The rejection of the Jews ; 
II. The personal character of the priest, king, and 
prophet of the New Covenant, the Redeemer of 
both Jew and Gentile ; 
III. The doctrines and maxims'of His eternal kingdom, 

— the parables are here arranged ; and it will be obvious at a 
glance that the individual parable does not lose any thing what- 
ever of its own proper force from its being thus made to assume 
its place in a connected body of Christian doctrine. From so 
small a manual as the present, no reader will expect what an 
elaborate and learned commentary can alone pretend to supply. 
It may, however, be remarked, that no study and thought nave 
been spared in order to combine in a limited compass all that 
appeared necessary in the way of comment, to aid the reader 
to enter into a portion at least of the meaning of the particular 
mystery revealed and taught in the parable. To exhaust the 
full meaning of so much as a single mdividual parable might 
possibly be found to exceed even the power and capacity of a 
folio volume. 
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And He began to speak to the people this parable : 

A certaiti man planted a vineyard^ and let it out to 
husbandmen : and he was abroad for a long time. And 
at the season he sent a servant to the husbandmen^ that 
they should give him of the fruit of the vineyard. Who 
beating him sent him away empty. And again he sent 
another servant. But they beat him also, and treating 



Explanation. — This parable was spoken by our liord in the Temple, 
on the day of His tiiuraphal enti7 into the city from Bethany. He was 
at the time surrounded by a multitude composed both of the doctors of 
the law and of the common people. The city had been thrown into a 
great state of commotion and excitement in consequence of Jesus having 
this time entered into the city in His character of King in the royal man- 
ner predicted by the prophet Zacharias, " Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and riding upon an ass." The Pharisees were particularly 
angry at the meekness and familiarity with which our Divine Saviour per- 
mitted the multitude to approach Him to testify their sympathy with His 
oaose, as well as envious of His popularity ; the Sadducees hated all reli- 
gious fervour of any kind, which they regarded as folly and fanaticism ; 
while the Herodian, or government, party were tlirown into a state of 
fever and indignation at the thought of the people daring to attribute any 
thing like royalty to a religious teacher. Our Divine Saviour was thus 
sarrounded, as He stood in the Temple, with enemies on all sides among 
the upper classes in the city, whom His royal entry into it had thrown into 
the oreatest consternation ; while the opinion was so strong in Hi& ^^s^^xscs. 
on the part of the multitude, or mob, that iVivj ^\jx%X ^-Ck T^^'Cisssi^ %seis».^^ 
Him, for they feured that the people -wovxiiOL 9\ftu% >ittfc\a.. «^cv»si. ^s^- 

Though J0SIU always conveyed muok mox^ SsvV^v^^^c*^'*^"^ 
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him reproaclifiillj, sent him away empfy. And again he 
sent the third : and they wounded him also, and cast him 
out. Then the lord of the vineyard said : What shall I 
do? I will send -my beloved son : it may be, when they 
see him, they will reverence him. Whom when the hus- 
bandmen saw, they thought within themselves, saying : 
This is the heir, let us kill him, that the inheritance may 
be ours. So casting him out of the vineyard, they killed 
him. 

peared at the moment, it was also His rale to make them apply to some- 
thing that was passing at the time, or which immediately concerned His 
audience. And jast at the present moment the hody of the people had 
received Him with loud acclamations, as the Son of David their King ; 
while the rulers and doctors of the law would have seized Him and put 
Him in prison there and then, if they could have dared ; He therefore 
chose this moment for giving the people who were on His side to under- 
stand, that the time was at hand when those who were against Him would 
he removed from sitting in the chair of Moses, and when the Aaronic 
priesthood and covenant would he done away, and a new order of things 
succeed in its place, which would quickly hring forth the good fruits 
which the vineyard had never yielded so long as the present husbandmen 
into whose charge it had been given had remained in possession. . 

"The vineyard of the Lord of Hosts," writes Isaias, "is the house of 
Israel." ^^ He built a tower in it," signifies the Temple of Jerusalem, of 
which it is written in the prophet Micheas, " And thou, O cloudy tower 
of the daughter of Sion." And " digged a wine-presu in it /* that is, He 
placed in it the altar of sacrifice. And " lei it out to huabandmen." " This 
was when the priests and the Levites," writes St. Chrysostom, " were choseh 
and made by G-od the instructors of the people ; for as a husbandman, 
when he offers to his lord of his own, still does not please his lord so 
much as when he brings the fruit of his lord's vineyard, so the priest 
does not so much please God by his own justice as by teaching the people 
holiness ; for his own obedience is that of one, whereas the obedience of 
the people is of many." " Jnd went into far country." " Not by any change 
of place," says the venerable Bede, " but that He might leave the husband- 
men to follow their own ftee-will. By the first servant who * was sent to 
receive the fruits of the vineyard* " continues St Bede, " we must under- 
stand Moses, whom they beat and sent empty away, as it is written, ' They 
ang:ered Moses in the tents.* The second servant means David and the 
other psAlmiets, whom tiiey wounded in the "head, mi^l ^asssi^faSi^jV^Bjil^d^ 
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What therefore will the lord of the vineyard do to 
them ? He will come, and will destroy these husbandmen, 
and will give the vineyard to others. Which they hearing, 
said to him : God forbid. But he looking on them, said: 
What is this then that is written. The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the comer ? 
Whosoever shall fall upon that stone, shall be bruised:, 
and upon whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder. (JSt Luke xx.) 

because they despised the songs of the Psalmist and rejected David, say- 
ing, * What portion have we in David ?* By the * third servant and his com- 
panions* understand the company of the prophets ; for which of the pro- 
phets did they not persecute ? in these thiee kinds of servants, as the 
Lord Himself elsewhere pronounces, may be included all the doctors 
under the law, when He says that ' idl things must be fulfilled which are 
written in the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the Psalms con- 
cerning Me.' " " Perhaps they will reverence my Son" " This is not said 
in ignorance," observes St. Bede ; " but God is said to doubt, that freedom 
of will may be left to man." And when the husbandmen said, " This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours** St. Bede 
continues, "This most clearly proves that the Jews did not crucify the Son 
of God through ignorance, but through envy ; understanding quite well 
that this was He to whom it was said, ' I will give Thee the heathen for 
Thine inheritance.' " 

On Jesus concluding the parable vrith the question, " What, then, will 
the lord of the vineyard do ?" the people, who had penetrated some part 
of His meaning, answered, as St. Matthew relates, " He will come and 
destroy those husbandmen, and give their vineyard to others," The doctors of 
the law and aU the opponents of Jesus, perceiving also that the parable 
was spoken against them, in their turn exclaimed, " Ood forbid." Jesus 
replied, " Have ye not read this Scripture, The Stone which the builders refused^ 
is become the head-stone in the comer ?" as if to say. How is this prophecy to 
be ftilfilled otherwise than that Christ, being rejected and slain by you, is 
to be preached to the Gentiles, who will believe in Him ? And theo, as a 
corner-stone He will unite the two people in Himself; and of the two 
people He will build for Himself a oi^ of the faithflil, one temple. 

From this time, the doctors of the law and the party of the Qhi«tvcNK:«^& 
sought the more to lay lumds upon Jesus •, %xi^ Ti<ci'ODMi%>sviX '^'^3'**^'J^ 
the people prevented their doing so upon \3kift «^«i\.,*<i <s^ ^ "^"^ 
wen tbejr tu being told oftheir approtyoW^ T«k^Q<:\A.Qx\« 
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And He said also to His disciples : 

There was a certain rich man who had a steward : and 
the same was accused unto him, that he had wasted his 
goods. And he called him, and said to him : How is it 
that I hear this of thee ] give an account of thy steward- 
ship : for now thou canst be steward no longer. And the 
steward said within himself : What shall I do, because my 
lord taketh away from me the stewardship ? To dig I am 



Explanation. — Together with the preceding parable, this inculcates 
without doubt its own proper spiritual lesson ; the meaning, however, now 
about to be drawn from it, not only does not exclude this spiritual mean- 
ing, but rather strengthens and brings it out, as will be speedily seen. 

St. Paul, speaking in the character of the Apostle, or true husbandman, 
who had been placed in the vineyard on the rejection and expulsion of the 
murderers, says, " Let a man so account of us as of the stewards of the 
mysteries of God." The Scribes, Pharisees, and chief priests, who pre- 
ceded the Apostle, were real stewards, though unjust stewards, — stewards 
who, by reason of their injustice, and their appropriation to themselves of 
their masters' goods, might be stewEirds no longer. Thus the Lord said to 
His unjust steward, the Mosaic synagogue, " Give an account of thy stew* 
ardship, for thou mayest be no longer steward." Thou shalt no longer 
sit in the seat of Moses and teach the nations ; for thou wouldst make tiia 
nations serve thyself, and not Me. 

What shall I do, then, says the Jewish nation, " teeing I may be n0 
longer steward V that is, seeing that I may no longer hold the holy city 
and the Temple, where God has placed His name. I shall not be suffered 
to hold lands among the nations. '*/ cannot dig." I can never descend td 
be a beggar, from having had silver as abundant as the stones in the streets 
o/JeruBalem. " To beg I am ashamed" I know what I will do, that when i 
am turned out they m&y receive me into their houses : I will be a ttewani 
of the mammon ofinjuBtice ; I will bo a 4m3^t fea. m<m«9 •,«A'wVM8»st«t I 
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" TAKE THV BILL, AND WRITE FIFTy." 



CJ^fZ"^'™ '• «» fnBnllB treHun to 
• ofOod. bvinit nunmniidnd tar tKft eVf 



Avln^ nuameuded rur tbe e^^ <^ a\iv^iA\oa."— ' 
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not able ; to beg I am ashamed. I know what I will do, 
that when I shall be removed from the stewardship, they 
may receive me into their houses. Therefore calling to- 
gether every one of his lord's debtors, he said to the first : 
How much dost thou owe my lord ? But he said : An 
hundred barrels of oil. And he said to him : Take thy 
bill and sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then he said 
to another : And how much dost thou owe ? Who said : 
An hundred quarters of wheat. He said to him : Take thy 
bill and write eighty. And the lord commended the unjust 
steward, forasmuch as he had done wisely : for the children 
of this world are wiser in their generation than the children 
of light. And I say to you : Make unto you friends of the 
mammon of iniquity, that when you shall fail they may re- 
ceive you into everlasting dwellings. (aS'^. Luke xvi.) 



go, I will make the nations of the world dependent upon mo. I may \w 
no longer Rteward in the thin^;^ of God, it is clear ; hnt I will be steward 
for them of the mammon of injustice. '' /Vnd the lord commended the 
nnjofit steward, because he had done wisely." "What is there in the whole 
world which is a parallel to the children of Abraham, rejected for IHIH) 
yean from the stewardship of the sanctuary and priesthood of God, and 
yet every where where they have wandered holding themselves distinct-, 
and keeping tlie nations of the world dependent upon them by reason of 
their superior sagacity in the stewardship of the "mammon of injustice"? 
What would not such wisdom effect in the stewardship of tlie things of 
Ood? But Jesus declares, " The children of this world are wiser m their 
generation than the children qf light." Still He says, " / say unto you. Make 
to younelvee frienda of the mammon of if\justice^ that when ye fail, they may re- 
oeive you into everlasting habitations ;" as if to say, See liow those who have 
been cast out as stewards of the things of God are received into temporaiy 
habitations by the nations of the world, through their sagacious ateward- 
llhip of the mammon of injustice. Do you, therefore, make to yourself suoh 
friends by your Christian use of this mammon, that when ye fail they may 
xeoeiTe you, not into temporary, hui into eternal habitations ; tliat is to say, 
IbUow the counsel of the prophet Isaias, " Deal thy bread to tVv^v Vx^c^s;?:^ 
and bring the needy and harbourless into ib.\\iou%^ \ MA^\i«v\S>BkSsvi.^is»«&» 
•ee one naked, corer him ; for then diaIltky'^L^t>ww3B.l«t«a%& ^^^^ 
ittg, and the glory of the Lord shall gatiiet th^e xx-^" ^JwftoaVrCix.'v^- 



THE PARABLE 



OJf 



€|)t ((500^ ^drplirrlr. 



JESUS SEEKS THAT "WHICH WAS LOST. 



Akd He spoke unto tbem this parable, saying : 

What man of you that hath an hundred sheep : and if 
he shall lose one of them, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine in the desert, and go after that which was lost until 
he find it ? And when he hath found it^ will he not lay it 
upon his shoulders^ rejoicing : and when he cometh home 
will he not call together his friends and neighbours, saying 
to them : Bejoice with me, because I have found my sheep 
that was lost ? I say to you, that even so there shall be 




Explanation. — " I am the Good Shepherd,*' says Jesus Himself. " The 

good shepherd giveth his life for his sheep. But the hireling, and he that 

is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 

and leaveth the sheep, and flieth : and the wolf catcheth, and scattered 

tbe sheep: and the hireling flieth, because he is a hireling: and he hath 

mocarefor the aheep, I am the Good Slie^"VieT^\ Mid. I know Mine, and 

eknow Me. Ab the Father knoweth "M-e, «ii3il'tavcp« >Qaft'S%aM5t\ vcLd 

' aown My life for My sheep. And o\iiex ?k\ieft^ l\iwfe,>2a».\.«t^\tf>N.'i 



jo; in heaven upoD one Burner that doth penance, more 
than upon sinetj^nine just who need not penance. 

{St. LvJta iv.) 




THE PARABLE 



OP 



JESUS HEALS THAT ^ICH WAS WOUNDED. 



But he willing to jusMfr timself, said to Jesus : And who 
is my neighbour 1 And Jesus answering, said : 

A certain man wellt flt)W from Jerusalem to JisH^^, 
and fell among robbers, U^ho ftllb stripped him, and hatiit^f 
wounded him went aWay leaving him half dead. Alld It 
chanced that a certain priest went down the same i^fty : 
and seeing him, pass^ by. Tn likiB manner also a Levite^ 
when he was near tilie place and iiaw him, passed by. But 
a certfdn SamaritftU being on his jcmmey, came mbUt littn ; 



Explanaiioh:-^the ^aWfHitsjf ii*om #ISf6!ileiii to Jericho was notoriously 
dangerous, from being infested by rol)bers j inflfe^to th!* day no traveller 
ventures thither without ftn armed escort. Thfe circftihatanee which forms 
the subject of this parable was, tUllr%fore, in aH pMhkbility one that had 
recently happened. 

It is explained by Origen and others of the Fathers much as follows. 
The " certain man who went down from Jerusalem" was Adam ; " Jerusalem,** 
or the "vision of peace" and the holy city, is the state of innocence in 
which he was created ; "Jericho,** or the accursed city, is the transgression 
of the Divine commandment. The robbers are the fallen angels, whoM 



THE GOOD bAMAHITAN. l9 

and seeing him was moved with compassion. And goiu^ 
up to him, bomid up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine : 
and setting him upon his own beast, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. And the next day he took out 
two pence, and gave to the host, and said : Take care of 
him ; and whatsoever thou shalt spend over and above, I 
at my return will repay thee. Which of these three in thy 



ney to Jericho, in which they fell upon him, stripped him of " W» raiment," 
— that iB, of the gift of Ranotifyiiig gi-ace, with wnich God had clotlied and 
adorned the natnrc He had created, — and having ''wounded him" (huniaTi 
nature, nay tlieologians, la wounded hy tlie F»ill ), they l«ft him " hal/ihud ,'* 
that in to say, to fuQ appearance dead, and in Ruch state, that hut for Konic 
timely help he muHt inevitably have died. Lyiiig in this «tate, a priest 
Bees nim, and pdisn 6y; a LcWte also comes neat the place, sees hiui, but 
JHUie* fry. The Aarcmlc priesthood, which offiTed the saerilices of the old 
»w, wm unable to remedy the evils <ft th^ Fall ; abd all tliat it could do was 
to cast an eye upon them and pass by. The Levito, or the prophets of tlie 
old lair, in the sintle wav, could do no inctre tlmn come near and satisfy 
theinselTea of the faopefesfi state of the wounded man, bnt could not help 
hidi. Then Uieris came near a Samaritan, who was Jesus Christ, often 
called in renroaoh a Samaritan by His own people, because He showed 
HimMlf afmble and merciful to b<nh SiimaHtaiiB and Gentiles. He came 
to the funded man, bound up hia Iroundft [ Vf the Sftcrani«nt of Baptism), 
poitAttft in oil and wine, of whleb the l^auimst speaks, " wine to gladden 
man^ neart, and oil to make hiih oifaoheefriMliioantenance ;** then placing 
him ti^Mtti Bis <MHl bettst,— that is to sat, ttidring him a member of His 
mystical bod^,-=-lle UrinjDM him tb fth inn, ttfl gives him in charge to the 
keeper ,^^:-^tt !fe IH tky. He plaM^s hixh Sk the Ohtmsh, aild gires him iu 
charge to His vicar Ure lupnitnc Ponti^^-^iid (in His Qeparture on the 
morrow, He givH to the keeiXh* ^tbe inn two pieces ttf ttlbney, and bids 
him take care of thb IrcHiilfiM taui, promising to come again. " There 
are two things t perceite,** sm Thottiat it K^pis, "which are most 
needful to mo in this mnrtid pi%rillllig«, lUid without which tliis miserable 
life would not be endurable; for, while detained in the prison of tliisbody, 
there are two things whicli I confess myself to want, — food and light. Thou 
hast given to me, weak oh 1 am. Thy sacred Body for the sustenance of mv 
mind and body ; and Thou hast set Thy Word as a lantern to my feet. 
Thus the two pieces of money which the good Samarltau. ^v^ \i^ ^Csc^v^ 
keeper of Uie inn may be uuderslood to \jtt \.\ift "W^l '^Aa.OcaxviN.^^^^^ 
MMcnd SoriptunB, ibe keeping of vhloVv 3eft\Wk>a»a <yOT«saJ*ft^'^^^^^"*^*^ 



'vpinion w»ti iieiqhhnni* to him tiiax ftU dmoag the rohb^ f 
Bnt he vaii : Ha ttuc ^owed merer tii liim. Ami Jesoa 
raid Co him : Go, and 'io cho-i in liko manner, ^t. Lu&exJ) 




I •mill, Till' ilii> bciwfli uf flilli 
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■at neigbboon in the senae of beiog entitled to TeceiTe trety ut of kind- 
lesi ud msTcy of vhich th«y may Maud in need, bat that eiery one who 
It all reqalrei oaz kinduen and help hu a legitimate title to claim our 
[ood offloea (nm us eucti; the SHma as a neif^hboar would have ; or in 
ithar worda, that to n Christian, rieiy one who neodf his help la his 
iBighbour. 




'J 



THE PARABLE 



OF 



Ci)e potter. 



THE HONEST AKD GOOD HEABT. 




And He spoke to them many things in parables, saying : 
Behold the sower went forth to sow. And whilst h 
soweth some fell by tlie way side, and the birds of the ai 
came and ate them up. And other some fell upon ston; 
ground, where they had not much earth : and they spnin| 
up immediately, because they had no deepness of earth 
And when the sun was up they were scorched : ^d ^ 
osuso they had not root, they withered away. A]i4 o%R 
fell among thorns : and the thorns grew up ^nd of 
them. And others fell upon good grqupd: au4 ^ 
brought forth fruit, some nu hundred fold, bqv^q. sixty ibl< 
and lOfue thirty fold. He that hf|ji}|i ears to ^iH^ ]f|| \^ 
hear. 

^i^d His discipleti came and s^id to Him : Why n||fc 
p$k 'fhou to them in parables ? Who fti^iwere4 fM i»< 
to them : Because to you it is given to know tB« mya 
furies of the kingdom of heaven : but to them it is no 
given. For lie that hath, to him shall be given, and h< 
shall abound : but he that hath not, from him shall b 
taken away that also which he hath. Therefore do I speal 
tAem in parables : because seeing they see not, and he 
ihejr hear not, neither do tYiey xia^ct^WiA. K-t^^ 
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prophecy of Isaias is fulfilled in tbeni, who saith : By hear- 
ing you shall hear, cmd shaU not understand: and seeing 
you slhoU see, cmd shall not perceive. For the heart of this 
people is grown gross, and with tlieir ears tliey have been dull 
of hearing, and t/udr eyes tliey Imve shvi lest at any time iliey 
should see with tlieir eyes, and hear vnth their ea/rs, and un- 
derstand With their hea^t, and be converted, and I slunild 
It^eal tliem. But blessed are your eyes, because they see, 
and your ears, because they hear. For, amen, I say to 
you, many prophets and just men have desired to see the 
things that you see, and have not seen them, and to hear 
the things that you hear, and have not heard them. Hear 
you therefore the parable of the sower. When any one 
hearetli the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it 
not, there cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart : this is he that received the 
seed by the way side. And he that received the seed upon 
stony ground : this is he that heareth the word, and im- 
mediately receiveth it with joy. Yet hath he not root in 
himself, but is only for a time : and when there ariseth 
tribulation and persecution because of the word, he is pre- 
sently scandalised. And he that received the seed among 
thorns : is he that heareth the word, and the care of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choketh up the word, 
and he becometh fruitless. But he that received the seed 
upon good ground : this is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth, and beareth fruit, and yieldeth the one an 
hundred fold, and another sixty, and another thirty. 

(St, Matthew xiii.) 

This is the first parable which our Divine Saviour spoke ; and a&'QA V:>s^ 
n^idnad'ite ineai&ig iii His own words, ii<iit^ws»% tvxc^iJtiw \tjms&SA'^'^^v 
fMiriJ* <ftd irtlj of coinmeritary. 



THE PARABLE 



or 



C^e ^ing^s $upptt anir t^e itnoitUtng (fiittests. 

THE CALL TO ENTER THE CHURCH. 



When one of them that sat at table with Him had heard 
these things^ he said to Him : Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. But He said to him : 

A certain man made a great supper, and invited many. 



Explanation. ^-Hhe guest -wLo heard onr Divine Saviour recommend 
those who made a feast to call the poor and the maimed to partake of it, 
struck with the lesson of charity contained in such unusual advice, seems 
to have thought within himself, " If such charitahle doctrines can be taught 
openly, what a blessed thing it will be to see them carried out !" and under 
this feeling, he exclaimed," Blessed is he who shall eat bread — that is, who 
shall be an invited guest — in the kingdom of God, where such beautiful doc- 
trines will be practised!" As if he meant to imply, — Lord, when the king- 
dom of God, where these things shall be done, shall be opened to men, 
how all the people will flock into it ! Jesus answered him by a 'parable : 
" A certain man made a great supper ^ and invited many to it; sending his 
servants at the hour of the supper, he bade them come, for that "a// udm$i 
weie ready." Instead, however, of the guests flocking to the supper, one 
excused himself in one way, a second in another, and a third in another* 
One said, *' I have bought a farm ; I must go out and see it ;" in other words, 
I mtist attend to my worldly business, and it leaves me no time to think of 
227^- sou], whether it is or is not on the way to eternal torment. The second 
sajd, *'I/uive bought five yoke of oarcn, and I am going to prove them :*' or li 



other words. Through my fire senses naavel\ve^ot\^"^%.iatfe\Ei^\a «niif: 
-/ mtts/ make a trial of all its enjoyments, ^'\ieV\vex \ wxv ^Vwa^-j ^»s9m« 



IHB KIKG's SUPPEB. 

And he sent his servant at the hour of sapper to say to 
them that were invited, that thej should come, for now all 
things are ready. And they began all at once to make 
excuse. The first said to him : I have bought a farm, and 
I must needs go out and see it : I pray thee, hold me 
excused. And another said : I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to try them : I pray thee, hold me excused. 
And another said : I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. And the servant returning, told these things 
to his lord. Then the master of the house being angry, 
said to his servant : Gk> out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor^ and the 
feeble, and the blind, and the lame. And the servant said : 
Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is 
room. And the lord said to the servant : Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in. 



w not. The third said, " I have married a w\fe^ and therefore I cannot come ;'* 
tr in other wordR, Would you have me offend my wife, and all my wife's re- 
itions, and spoil all my prospects in life ? I cannot, of course, come at any 
loh risk as this. 

When the servant returned with the news, his lord was angry, and 

mmanded him to bring in the holt and the blind and the infirm Arom 

) streets ; but even then there was still room. Then the lord said, *' Go 

rend the city into the public ways and the villages, and compel them to 

le in, that my house may be filled ; for of those that were invited, not 

shall taste of my supper." Here our Divine Saviour intimates what 

soon to happen. The Apostles were to plant the Church first in Je- 

lem, and to gather into it, not those who were taken up with their 

Uy aflfairs, or their pleasures, or their family*interest8, but the poor 

he infirm and tlie halt and the blind, and afterwards they were to go 

.he public ways all over the world. 

le same that came to pass in Jerusalem, viz. that the worldly-minded, 
'easore-seekers, and those who were boimd up in tJh^Vx tsaQi!\:\\!Qc 
, despised the invitation to the heaxenVj %\3lY^'*%^"^'^^^'^*'^'*^*^^a. 
' the caU into the Church mth sox^Wkmi '^^'*«*^YO^'^^ii». 
>0 Apostles went outon their mUsion'mVo^e fiVi\«^«v>Xtfk>*^ 



2f} THE king's SUPPEB. 

that my house may he filled. But I gay mito yon, thai 
none of those men that were inyited, shall taste of my 
supper. (St, Luke ziv.) 

and appears to mark the progress of the Gospel through all times. Thus 
St. Paul says : "For you Hee your vocation, brethren, that there are not 
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble: 
but the foolish things of tlie world hath God chosen, that He may con- 
found the wise ; and the weak things of the world hath God chosen, that 
He may confound the strong. And tlie base things of the wqrld, and the 
things that are contemptible hath God chosen, and things that are not, 
that He might bring to naught things that are : that no flesh shonld ^ory 
in His sight" (1 Cor. i. 20-20). 



7H£ PAEA]i(LK 



OF 



THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE CALL INTO T^E CHTJRCH. 



The kingdom of heaven is like to an householder, who 
went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his 
vineyard. And having agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going 
out about the third hour, he saw others standing in thie 
market-place idle. And he said to them : Go you also 
into my vineyard, and I will give you what shall be just. 



Explanation. — Our Divine Saviour in this para>)le rtpreeents in brief, 
under the figure of the householder and his vineyard, the course of the 
Divine government of the world. By the labourers of the first hour are 
meant Noe and his doctrines ; by those of the third hour, Abraham and 
the patriarchs ; by those of the sixth, Moses and the law ; by those of the 
ninth, the prophets of Israel, beginning with Elias down to the times of 
John the Baptist; while the labourers of the eleventh hour are the Apostles 
and their taccessors ; after whom come no other labourers, — rather, they 
are followed by the evening of tbe day, that is, the general judgment, when 
thA vaiions labourers receive their final reward. 

In a doctrinal sense the parable represents the acceptance of the call 
into the Church on the part of those wno were ealled, and shows what fbl* 
lowi from tnoh acceptance. " Why ttand ye here all the day iHe t" «,«S^^^ 
householder. And they said, " Becautt no man Ivartv luteal >i*r '^^ ^"^^^^ 
'' ao pe oka hUa m^ vinepmni, animhaiwer tliott Wi««i>l mi^ ^?^ ^tx^^^saaiL 
Ifw0Meept the omII into tht OlinroYi, nft MtA'p^ «^ w»l\» v>2>a»^ ^-fc^^*— 



28 THE LABOUBEBS IN THE VINBTABD. 

And they Trent their way. And again he went ont about 
the sixth and the ninth honr, and did in like manner. But 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing, and he saith to them : Why stand yon here all 
the day idle 1 They say to him : Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith to them : Go you also into my vine- 
yard. And when evening was come, the lord of the Tine- 
yard saith to his steward: Call the labourers and pay 
them their hire, beginning from the last even to the fb!Bt 
When therefore they were come, that came about the ele- 
venth hour, they received every man a penny. But when 
the first also came, they thought that they should receive 
more : and they also received every man a penny. And 
receiving it they murmured against the master of the hooae^ 
saying : These last have worked but one hour, and thoa 
hast made them equal to us, that have borne the burden of 
the day and the heats. But he answering said to one of 
them : Friend, I do thee no wrong : didst thou not agree 
with me for a penny 1 Take what is thine^ and go thy 



as a Inhonrerin God's vineyard ; and as such we look for the reward of onr 
labour in due time. Thus St. Bernard was in the habit of saying to hba- 
self daily : Bernard, for what purpose are you here ? Remember, thoa 
art not called to a life of sloth and ease, but to one of labour ; thou miut 
cultivate the vineyard,—- that is, thou must adorn thy soul with virtaes, and 
edify the Church with a holy eiuunple. Thus St. Peter says : " Bather gne 
diligence, that by good works ye may make your calling and deotion sura" 
" Not slothful in labour," says St. Paul, " but fervent in spirit, serring the 
Lord, and redeeming the time ; for the days are evil." 

St. Gregory understands the different hours of the day as posaiVly tag' 

nifying the different ages of human life, — childhood, youui, manhood, and 

old age ; and points out how God is pleased to call souls into His Chmdi 

at different periods of their lives, and yet gives to each the same rewaid^ 

eternal Jife. 

With reference to those who muxmxix^^ «4S^^ \^«\tfiQ3M^\Aldflr ftf 
luaking the Ubonren who had worXed "bul oiife "Wax «n^ \» X^ofsMt-iEiA 
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" GO YOU ALSO INTO MY VINEVAED. 
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way: I will also give to this last even as to thee. Or^ is 
it not lawful for me to do what I will ? is thy eye evil, be- 
cause I am good ? So shall the last be first; and the first 
last. For many are called, but few chosen. 

(St. Matthew zz.) 

had borne the heats of day, St Jerome points out the iniquity of this mar* 
mur, which proceeded firom envy : '* Thoa dost not seek tnat thou should- 
est have more, but another less." " Take what U Mtn«, and go ihy way" 

On the conclusion of the parable, "Jlfany areeoUed^ but few ehoeen" St. 
Gregory remarks : " There be many who come to the faith, yet but few 
who arrive at the heavenly kingdom. Many follow God in woras, but shun 
Him in their lives. Let no one, therefore," he says, " presume of himself; 
for he knows not if he shaU come to the heavenly kmgdom : and let no 
one despair of his neighbour, even though he should se« him lying in vices ; 
for he Imows not the riches of the Divine mercy." 



*|[E PAtlABLfi 



OP 



THE CALL TO flOLHSnESS 05* LIFE. 



And Jesus answering, spoke again in parables to tketn, 
saying : 

The kingdom of heaven is likened to a king, who made 
a marriage for his son. And he sent his servants, to call 
them that were invited to the marriage ; and they would 
not come. Again he sent other servants, saying : Tell 



Explanation. — This parable, which up to a certain point is almost 
identical with that of the supper recorded by St. Luke, adds in the con- 
clusion the additional circumstance of the king coming in to see Uie 
guests, and finding one without a " wedding-garment," whom he proceeded 
to have cast out from the banquet. 

" By the wedding-garment we are to understand," says Cornelius k 
Lapide, " not faith, as the heretics interpret it, for all who are admitted to 
the banquet of the Church have faith ; indeed, without faith they could 
not have been admitted to it at all. This garment, tlierefore, must be 
taken to mean ' charity,' with probity and sanctity of life ; for a pure and 
holy life, like a festive garment and a holiday dress, that is formed from 
the texture of virtues and good works, greatly adorns the man." Thus St, 
Jerome, St. Hilary, St. Chrysostom, Tertullian, and others. 

Not only, then, is the call into the Church a call to a life of labour, but 
Jt is also a call to one of " sanctity and yrorks of charity." In such works- 
Jies the path of salvation. 
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" FRIKXD, HOW CAMEST THOU IN' HITHEE ?" 



■h Thy liouse, O Lovil. unW 
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thein that were invited, Behold, I have prepared my din- 
ner ; my beeves and fatlings are killed, and all things are 
ready : come ye to the marriage. But they neglected, and 
went their ways, one to his farm, and another to his mer- 
chandise. And the rest laid hands on his servants, and hav- 
ing treated them contumeliously, put them to death. But 
when the king had heard of it, he was angry, and sending 
his armies, he destroyed those murderers, and burnt their 
city. Then he saitli to his servants : The marriage indeed 
is ready ; but they that were invited were not worthy. Go 
ye therefore into the high ways ; and as many as you shall 
find, call to the marriage. And his servants going forth 
into the ways, gathered together all that they found, both 
bad and good : and the marriage was filled with guests. 
And the king went in to see the guests ; and he saw there 
a man who had not on a wedding-garment. And he saith 
to him : Friend, how earnest thou in hither not having on 
a wedding-garment 1 But he was silent. Then the king 
said to the waiters : Bind his hands and feet, and cast him 



" Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the ewteri or darkness," said tho 
king ; " there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but 
'frtj are chosen." Wlierefore this clroadful aonteiico iipou aii invited guest? 
He had come in ins^ffirientl!/ dressed. 

All those who were at first called, and scorned tho invitation, were re- 
jected ; and here we moy understand to be meant the Jews, who disowned 
Jesas Christ. But over and above these, there was one rejected of those 
who nevertheless had entered by special invitation ; and his rejection was 
owing to nothing else but to his not being found in a pro])er dress, in which 
respect he is a representative of all the faitliful who live bad lives. As this 
wab not Christ's direct intention in the parable, it was sufficient for Him 
to point out by tlie way, that not all who come by invitatiou and w)io believe 
iu Him will be saved, but only such as come in tlie true nuptial attire^ 
— 4liat itf to say, who adorn themselves withwotkA ^i c\!k»xS^;:| vql^%»sw«^o^?^n 
the others will certainly be rejected. "TYv\% wviSsi^ ^1 C^sf^s^.V '**=^^ 
ComeiiuB k Lapide, "ought to oast a gteal few Nsc^otv chws ^-w&n^^"^ 
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into the exterior darkness : there shall be wee 
gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but 
chosen. {St. MaUhew 



one knows whether he may eventually be among the elect or th 
Every one, therefore, ought to give all diligence, as St. Peter 
good works to make Ms calling and election sure/' 



THE PARABLE 

OF 

IDLENESS AND DILIGENCE. 



As they were bearing these things^ He added and spoke a 
parable, because He was nigh to Jerusalem, and because 
they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately 
be manifested. He said therefore : 

A certain nobleman went into a far country, to receive 
for himself a kingdom, and to return. And calling his ten 
servants, he gave them ten pounds, and said to them : 
Trade till I come. But his citizens hated him : and they 
sent an embassage after him, saying : We will not have 
this man to reign over us. And it came to pass that he 
returned, having received the kingdom : and he commanded 



Bhq>lanaiion.--'T'hQ lesson inculcated in this parable is that of the 
terrible danger of sloth and idleness in the employment of the graces and 
gifts of God; and the correlative reward of zeal and energy in correspond- 
ing to grace that is given, by making a diligent and wise use of aU Uie 
gifts of God intmsted to our keeping. The servant who is cast into the 
outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (see the 
parallel parable in St. Matthew's gospel), is not accused, like the uxgust 
steward, of having either ii^ured or wasted his master's goods, but simply 
of not having turned them to any account. He brings me talent back in 
a perfect condition, but still he hears the terrible sentence, " Coat ye t?i€ 
M$€U»$ tervant into the outer darkneu" 

This parable thus advances us a distinct step ftirther in the right un- 
derstanding of the terms of salvation which are offered to all Christians 
in the Gospel plan of redemption. In tlie Divine covenant of grace there 
is no penmssion to stand stul. " Forgetting those things that are behind,'* 
sajs St. Paul, *' and stretching forth myself to those things that are before, 
I press towarids the mark, to the prize of the heavenly vQQaiEi»QL t^l^^^^a. 

c&st Jews'* {Pm. iii. u). So alto «kj%^% ^w^\»^^^J»|^^""'^:^««^»»-^^^ 

o 
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his servants to be called, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much eyeiy man had gained by 
trading. And the first came, saying : Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds. And he said to hitn : Well done, 
thou good servant, because thou hast been faithful in a 
little, thou shalt have power over ten cities. And the 
second came, saying : Lord, thy pound hath gained five 
pounds. And he said to him : Be thou also over five 
cities. And another came, saying ; Lord, behold here is 
thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin ; for I 
feared thee, because thou art an austere man : thou takest 
up what thou didst not lay do^sTi, and thou reapest that 
which thou didst not sow. He saith to him : Out of thy 
own mouth I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou 
kncwest that I was an austere man, taking up what I laid 
not down, and reaping that which I did not sow ; and 
why then didst thou not give my money into the bank, 
that at my coming I might have exacted it with usury ] 



like a garden of pleasure before it, and behind it a desolate wilderness, 
neither is there any one that can escape it" (ii. 8). To fall back into 
the desolate wilderness is without escape ; but to him who adyances for* 
ward, the land before him is like a garden of pleasure. 

Hence, St. Paul says {Rom. xi. 29), " the gifts and callings of God are 
without repentance ;" once they are accepted, there is no return to the 
former state. The person who receives baptism, and enters the corenant 
of grace, can never put it off from himself and be again what he was 
before. The same with the call to the priesthood, once accepted, the 
gift can never be laid aside ; " for the gifts and callings of God are without 
repentance." Once received, there is both no escape from them, and, what 
is more, there is no standing still vtrith them : flight is impossible, and there 
is safety only in advancing onwards. " Forgetting those thinga thait ara 
behind, I press forward," says St Paul. St. Paul dreaded to haar the 
words, " Cast ye the useless servant into the outer darknaaa;*' tharaioiif h# 
^^^Mj* in many more labours, in prisons more fraqnentfar, in atiteea tbovt 
^"^^M^ i9 deaths often" (a Cor. xL i^). 

■Kr parable, again, is eminently ciltT]lB.\Ad. \a ^ ^3b% tEduyi «f iftiiy 
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And he said to them that stood by : Take the pound away 
from him, and give it to him that hath the ten pounds. 
And they said to him : Lord^ be hAth ten pounds. But I 
say to you, that to every one that hath shall be given, and 
he shall abound : and horn him that hath not, even that 
which he hath shall be taken from him. But as for those 
my enemies, who would not have me reign over them, bring 
them hither i and kill them before me. {iSt, Luke xix.) 



Christian with a most salutary fear : " For if the just man," as St. Peter 
asks, " shall scarcely he saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
•ppsiur f* So we may ask in the same manner, if St. Paul found it ne^ 
cessary to " foUow after, if he might hv any means apprehend, wherein he 
was also apprehended hy Christ Jesus {Phil. iii. 12), how do the worldly- 
minded, the self-indulgent, pleasure-seeking, and vanity-loying Christians 
propose to themselves to escape from the sentence, " CoMt ye the uaeleu ter- 
vani inio the outer darktiese"} 

« To him who knoweth to do good and doth it notj to him it is sin," 
says Si James (-Sipist. iv. 17). What a terrihle doctnne for those who 
are lifing for themselves and for the world I 



THE PARABLE 

OF 

Ci|( |l|)aris(( aui fl|( |litlilt(ttt. 

PKESUMPnON AND HUMILITY. 



And to some wHo trusted in themselves as just ; and de« 
spised others. He spoke also this parable : 

Two men went up into the temple to pray : the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee standing 
prayed thus with himself : O God, I give Thee thanks that 
I am not as the rest of men^ extortioners, unjust, adulterers^ 
as also is this publican. I fast twice in a week : I give 



Ea^laneUion.'^The spiritual lesson conveyed in this parable contains an 
indispensable sequel to that of the preceding. The parable of the pounds 
has shown the necessity of diligence in the use of the gifts and graces of 
God, of " being good stewards," as St. Paul says, " of the manifold grace of 
God." The present parable shows us in what spirit we must use this 
diligence. It must not be a spirit of presumption over others and of sdf- 
satisfaction, but of deep humility ; " For he that humbleth Mnuelf" sm 
Jesus, " sh(Ul be exalted; but Tie that exalteth hifntelf, ehaU be humbled,^* He 
spoke, says St. Luke, the parable " to certain who trusted in thenuelveg that 
they were just ^ and despised others" 

The Pharisee of the parable is a person who regards himself as fault* 
less ; and coming into the presence of God, to the temple, he manifests his 
inward spirit in a simultaneous expression of contempt for other men, 
particularly for the publican, and of profound satisfaction with himself; 
for he enumerates certain of his good actions, to show that he was not 
satisfied with the obedience prescribed by the law, but went far beyond 
it, — ^fasting when not required, and giving tithes of every thing, including 
things not mentioned in the law. The publican, on the contrary, would 
not so much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but smote his breast, and said, 
" God, be merciful to me a sinner** 

Jesus, it is to be remarked, does not in so many words either directly 

condemn the one, or directly praise the other. His remark is, that of the 

two, "/^ajfttblican went down to his house justified rather than the Pharisee;^ 
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I AM NOT AS THE REST OP HKN. 
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of an that I possess. And the pablkan sUnding 
a£yr off would not so mndi ss lift up his ejes towizda 
hesyen ; bat struck his breast, saying : O God, be merdfal 
to me a sinner. I saj to joo, this man went down into 
his house justified rather than the other : because eYtrj 
one that exalteth himself, shall be humbled ; and he thi^ 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. (jSi. Luke xyiiL) 



becftUM, whAterer maj hare otherwise been the fiudt of the pablicftn, 
he boinbled himself, And " every one that humbleth himself, shall be ex* 
alted f* whereas the Pharisee exalted himself, saying, " I am not as other 
men," notwithstanding that he came into the temple on purpose to pray, 
afid not to glorify himself for his perfections, and " every one who ex* 
alteth himself, shall be humbled." 

It is thus clear, that while the diligence in the use and employment of 
the gifts and graces of God, which is taught in the preceding parable, is 
not to be accompanied b^ the spirit of the Pharisee, so, on the other hand, 
the example of the pubhcan asking mercy for his sins is not in the least 
to be substituted in the way of a pattern to be followed in preference to 
that of the good servant, whose pound was increased tenfold by his dili- 
gence. 

Nor is pride and self-complacency at all a necessary consequence of 
diligence in the service of God* In our Saviour's account of the last judg- 
ment, He represents those whom He will call to receive the reward of their 
ffood deeds as saying to Him, " Lord, when did we see Thee hunffry, and 
nd Thee ; thirsty, and gave Thee to drink ?" This is plainly a veiy different 
spirit from that of the Pharisee, " Lord, I thank Thee I am not as other 
men, unjust, robbers, adulterers, or as this publican /' 

We are therefore here taught, without me smallest encouragement to 
follow the example of the publican's sins, to learn humilitv, and to avoid 
the Phariiee's pride and presumption in the service of God. 



THE PARABLE 



OF 



€|ir €ra Utrgtni 



WISDOM AND FOLLY. 



Tftnn mIiaII the kingdom of heaven be like to ten yirginii 
who taking their lain[)8 went out to meet the bridegroom 



/'txjtlanation. — Thid parable containa another distmct step in adTHiet 
\4i a ri^hf tirifhirHtaruliriK of tho tcrma of uiir salvation under the gnee of 
f}i/i Oo^pf'l. " f pftMHi'd fiirt.lwr," hayw Solomon, "to behold wisdom, and 
•rror>« nnd folly. (What ih man, Haid J, that he can follow the King his 
IVThIct?) AiwI I HAW thar wisdom excelled folly, as much as li^t difocA 
from ilnrkut'.HH- { fJanUi. ii. \U, IM ). Without wisdom it will be found difr 
tiih Ui ntuin Ut tho r<;war<l of the jnst ; but St. James says, ** If any of 701 
WHnt wiH(|/im, b't him ahIc of Ood, who aiveth to all men abnndairtly, aai 
ujibrHidfab not: nndfit hIiaU hv. given to him" (Epist. i. 5). 

"Who tbirik'Ht thou iH a faithful and wise servant, whom hia Lord hath 
appointed orf^r IIih housebold, to give them meat in season? BlesMdis 
that. Ncrrant " Chrifit aiiMweni, " whom when his Lord shall oome, He shall 
find no doiriK** (fit. Matt. xxiv. 40, 46). The gift of Divine wisdom enaUfli 
thM ChriNtiari not only to trade wisely with the talent intrusted to hmi,aiid 
raimr it U) f^nin t^'n othftrH, but sIho to avoid such snares andpitfidls as sre 
cnhiiiinti'd t.o draw him ofTfrom being found so doing when his Lord shall 
com*". 

Of thft t/^n virgins, five had the gift of wisdom, and five were without 
it ; and thiis time pasHcd on, the end of the world did not come, but they 
all f(t]l aMicop, that is, they departed this life. At midnight a cry was 
lifisrd, " The hridegn>om cometh!" The archangel sounded his trumpet 
tojiif}gmoni, and both the wise andt\\e{oo\iAViTo&ft\o^xVx(i.\axnQ8to appear 
Iwfonj tho bridegroom. The fooUBh, "ho^ei^ct, loxnA ^(iikeinMSmuik w^r 
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" FIVE WEEE WISE, AND FIVE WERE FOOLISH. 



irl»d<UD excelled folly, u much lu ligbt diffierelli [nm) dkik- 
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aii4 tbtt bride. And five of them were foolish) and five 
wise. But the five foolish, having taken their lamps, did 
not take oil with them : but the wise took oil in their 
vessels with the lamps. And the bridegroom tarrying, 
they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was 
a ory made : Behold the bridegroom oometh, go ye forth 
to meet hipi. Then all those virgins arose and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise ; Give us of 
your oil, for our lamps are gone out. The wise answered, 
saying ; Lest perhaps there be not enough for us and for 
you, go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for youi*selves. 
Now whilst they went to buy, the bridegroom came : and 
they that were ready, went in with him to the marriage, 
and the door was shut. But at last came also the other 



?elled to say to the wise, " Oive us qf your oil, for our lamps are gone out." 
'he wise answered, " We have only what is sufficient for ourselves ; go ye 
rather to those thai sell, and buy for yourselves." " This answer,'* says St. Au- 
gustine, " is not that of those who are giving advice, but of tliose who are 
speaking in derision*' ( Sermon xxiii.). For the wise virgins were not wise 
with their own wisdom. In them was the wisdom of which it is written, 
" Because I called, and ye refused : I stretched out my hand, and there was 
none that regarded. I also will laugh in your destruction, and will mock 
when that shall come which you feared" {Prov. i. 24, 26). As if to say, Go 
to those now who, when you were alive, sold you ** oil," that is, spoke to you 
smooth things and prophesied deceits ; talked to you of the *' easiness of 
your salvatioQ," and kept out of your sight that your lamps were going out ; 
never reminding you of the time when you would be summoned into the 
presence of the bridegroom, and that you would then cry to those who 
could not help you. Go to them, and see what they can do for you now I 
See if their words, which once were " smoother than oil, are not now very 
darts" (Psalm Uv. 22). 

The five wise virgins enter into the marriage-feast with the bride- 
groom ; but upon the five foolish the door is shut. And when they knock, 
saying, " Lord, open to us** the answer is, " Jmen I say to you, I know you 
not:* 

That, then, which caused the door to \>a %\«jX. \\.^wv ^<ak ^^^'^s^^^^*^^^^ 
was tbair "foUjr, " which during life ano^eA.\:tve>\i \%kv^^ \o %^ «^^sst ^'«S5- 
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yirgms, saying : Lord, Lord, open to us. Bat he answer- 
ing said : Amen I say to you, I know you not. 

{St, MtxMew XXV.) 



of being kept supplied, as they might easily have been. And now there 
is no remedy. 

Oxir Lord concludes His parable : " I say unto you, Watch therefore, for 
ye know not the day or the hour" when you may be called to appear 
before Me. " In the business of salvation, then, wisdom sxcelleth follt 

▲S MUCH AS LIGHT DIFFEBBTH FBOM DABKNESS." 

" O that they would be wise and would understand, and would provide 
for their last end," says the Canticle of Moses. " How should one pursue 
after a thousand, and two chase ten thousand?" {Deut. xxxii. 29.) 



THE PARABLE 

OF 

F£BS£Y£BANC£ IN PJEULYER. 



And He spoke also a parable to them, that we ought always 
to pray, and not to faint. Saying : 

There was a judge in a certain city, who feared not 
God, nor regarded man. And there was a certain widow 
in that city, and she came to him, saying : Avenge me of 
my adversary. And he would not for a long time. But 



Ea^lanaiion. — In this parable, again, we gain another additional step 
forward in a right understanding of the terms of our salvation. 

If wisdom exoelleth folly as ught darkness, and so much in our salya- 
tion depends upon our having wisdom, wisdom, it may be said by an ob< 
jector, IS one of those gifts of God which He ^vos to whomsoever He will ; 
and thus God Himself, by the giving or the withholding so necessary a gift 
as that of wisdom, really comes to predestine some to election and others 
to eternal reprobation. 

Against this notion the present parable stands out most clearly. He 
spoke unto them a parable, that men ought to pray, and not to faint If 
God has predestined men, some to election and some to reprobation, irre- 
spectively of their sins or their merits, what purpose can it possibly serve 
in the Divine counsels that they should be urged " to pray^ and not to faint" ? 
The devil, it is said in the Life of St. Francis of Assisi, used often to appear 
in the guise of Christ to the Frate RufBno, and attempt to persuade him, 
that since he was certainly predestined to be among Uie reprobate, there 
was no use whatever in his continuing to wear the habit and practise the 
exercises of prayer with the rest of the community; and that he had there- 
fore far better ei\joy the remainder of his life in pleasure before his inevit* 
able sentence took effect. Frate Ruffino was for some time the victim of 
this delusion, and was even on the point of quitting the Order, when God 
was pleased to reveal how the case stood to St. Francis, who thfic«.^<^xv 
took Buffino aside, and exposed to him the N«\io\e ecAXt^^ Qji^^\«ns£^\a^s^^x 
biddiiJ^A/ni; when next &e devil appeareOilo \vvKi -oMsst >iMi ^^^^'^ ^^ 
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afterwards he said within himself : Although I fear not 
God, nor regard man, yet because this widow is trouble- 
some to me, I will avenge her, lest continually coming she 
weary me. And the Lord said : Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And will not God revenge His elect who cry 
to Him day and night : and will He have patience in their 
regard ? I say to you that He will quickly revenge, them. 
But yet the Son of Man when He cometh, shall He fin<l, 
think you, faith on earth ? (JSt, Luke xviii.) 



Christ, give him a certain answer ; at which, oontinnes the history, the prond 
fiend was made so indignant, that he departed and never returned. Bof* 
fino also regained his peace of mind, and died a holy death in the OrdeTi 
persevering in prayer and in the grace of God to the last. 

What can he plainer than that the call on the part of God to men " to 
pray, and not to faint*' is an earnest of the truth of which St. Peter assures 
us, " that God is not willing that any should perish, but that aU should 
return to penance" ? If the widow prevailed even with the " unjust jud^^ 
that, importuned by her prayers, he heard her cause, how much more will 
not God, says St. Augustine, give an esu: to prayer, who is "justice itseli^" 
taking vengeance upon all iniquity ? 

" From this parable," says Cornelius a Lapide, " we learn the dign^t^, 
the necessity, and the power of prayer." Necessity ; for as the ho4y needs 
the soul that it may have its natural life, so the soul needs prayer, thi^ )$ 
may have its spiritual life, seeing that it is through prayer that ytQ are de- 
livered from all the temptations and difficulties with which we are cofitu^f 
ually surrounded. Dignity ; for through prayer we are admitted to oofiTetrse 
with God like the angels. Power; for through prayer we overcome ^Teiy 
obstacle and every hardship, and obtain all the gifts of which w^ Btaii4 in 
need. 

If, therefore, any Christians come to fail in securing their eleotioii and 
salvation, it is because they fail to persevere in prayer. " The citadeli" 
says St. Chrysostom, " that is without walls, soon foils i4to the hands of 
the enemy ; and the devil soon brings the soul that never prftya unc|ar bis 
power." 
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REPROOF AND CORRECTION. 



Hb spoke also this parable : 

A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came seeking fruit on it, and found none. And be 
said to the dresser of the vineyard : Behold for these three 
years I come seeking fruit on this fig-tree, and I find none. 



Explanaiion,-^'WQ gain a still further step in advanoe in the right 
understanding of the Divine scheme of human redemption in this pa- 
rable. It may sometimes happen that the gifts and graces of God lie 
buried in a napkin ; that the wedding-garment is cast off; that the gift of 
wisdom is thrown away, neglected, and is even trampled upon ; tliat prayer 
and the frequenting the Sacraments have been abandoned ; and that to all 
human appearance the citadel of the soul is altogether in the hands of the 
enemy. The tree seems to be wholly without fruit, and nothing re- 
mains but to say, Cut it down. Yet the Divine Shepherd even here is not 
without His merciful resources and means of action ; there remains still 
an extemEil force to be brought to bear, whose operation takes effect in 
more ways than one. Among these various ways may be mentioned three 
which play a principal part in the Divine counsels, in bringing about the 
mercies which God in the riches of His grace is pleased to show in behalf 
of those who to all appearance have cast Him off. These are (1) visita- 
tions from God, such as sickness, death of friends, <fec. ; (2) words of re- 
proof from bishop or priest, father or fiiends ; and (8) intercessory prayer. 
Thus the prophet Isaias came to Ezechias, the king of Israel, with the 
message from God, " Give charge concerning thine house, for thou shalt 
die and not live." And Ezechias thereupon turned his face to the wall and 
prayed to the Lord, and God heard him. As an example of the second, 
NaUian the prophet came to David the king of Israel, and said to him^ 
'• Thou art the man." And David, up to th\a ^o\nl o^Xft \M\^vi\v^\s^vssia. ^V 
his Bin, tamed and said, " I have sinned ag;un%\. \Xvfe\i«tV.^ 'S'jft vsve^- 
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Cat it down therefore ; why cumbereth it the ground? But 
he answering said to him : Lord, let it alone this year also, 
until I dig about it, and dung it. And if happily it bear 
fruit : but if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. 

{St Luke xiii.) 



ample of the third, the reader's mind will at once torn to the conyersion of 
St. Augustine, due to the persevering prayers of his mother St. Monica. 

" For him that is joined unto all tlie living," says Solomon, " there is 
hope. A living dog is better than a dead lion." The parable of the fig* 
tree that was spared for one year more, while it teaches us never to despair 
of the salvation of any soul whilst it is still in this life, also teaches us to 
have diligent recourse, in behalf of those who may be especially dear to us, 
to the particular ways which God has pointed out as proper to work the 
desired effect. The fig-tree was to be restored to bearing fruit, not by any 
miracle, but by the ordinary resources at the command of the gardener ; 
and the garden of the heavenly Gardener has, in ^e manner, no lack of 
its own remedies proper to the case of all those many plants in it which 
are not bearing the fruit that is justly to be expected firom them. To these, 
then, diligent recourse is to be had. 

In another sense, this parable, under the figure of the unfruitful fig-tree, 
points to the Jewish people, who — ^first in the wilderness and under the 
Levitical priesthood, then under the kings and the prophets, and after- 
wards under the restoration of Esdras — ^brought forth no firuit of the con- 
version of the Gentiles, and was yet spared for one more trial under the 
ministry of Jesus Christi 
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I DERE TEKISH WITH HUNGER. 
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THE PARABLE 

OF 
BEFEIYTANCE AND FORGIVENESS. 



AiTD He said : 

A certain man had two sons ; and the younger of them 
said to his father : Father, give me the portion of substance 
that falleth to me. And ho divided unto them his sub- 
stance. And not many days after, the younger son gather- 
ing all together, went abroad into a far country : and there 
wasted his substance, living riotously. And after he had 
spent all, there came a mighty famine in that country, and 
he began to be in want. And he went and cleaved to one 



EapUmaiion,— In this parable tlie Diyinc scheme of our redemption is 
tether unftilded and made clear to our uuderstanding. If Almighty God 
nqjidrem all men to be wise, and to improve the talents committed to them, 
h vUl be aiked, What is God, then, to do with those who not only do not 
fanpioTe that whioh has been given them, but who, so to speak, send a 
BMHenger after Him saying that He shall not reign over them ? If God 
doM diow meroy to such as these, then all whom He commands to im- 
TOOTt their talents wiU donbtless be encouraged to see how thev can evade 
Hie eommand; and instead of improving their talents, they will turn their 
minde to epeonlating upon notwithstanding obtainiug mercy at the last. 
Andn, if He doea not show meroy to them, then, it may be urged, He ia 
fliudy celled in the Scripture a " merciftd God, pardoning the iuquitieB of 
men end putting away tneir sins." In the one case, the diligent servants 
vill eompiein that Ood ia not just in putting the reckless sinner on an easy 
eqnelity with themselves ; and in the other, the sinners will say that He 
is not mereiftil, according to His promise, which they are given to under- 
stand cennot fidl. 

The Scribee and the Pharisees murmured against Jesus, saying, " Thu 
Mam nahtih tinnart, and eaitth with thtm" Ana Jesus spoke to them this 
parable: ** A certain man had two BonSi'* &o. Tb» «»a% <A. '<^% ^'cs^s&a^ssc 
son of the panUe antwen very folly to th% con!^\iQnx ^1 ^.TnanscAxo^ ^^^»>^ 



of the cttisenfl of tiiat conntzj. And he aent him into hii 
Eum to feed twine. And he would Ekin hftve filled hi§ 
belly with the hnaks the nrine did eetj klid no man gm 
onto him. And returning to himsidf, he nid: Howmnn 
hired semnts in m^ bth^s house sbound with Inead, nd 
I here perish with huDger! I will arise, and will go to mj 
fiither, and say ta him : Father, I have sinned affaaab hear 
Ten, aud before thee : I am not now worthy to b6 called 
thy son : make me as one of thy hired semnts. And 
rising np he came to his father. And when he was yet i 
great way off, his &ther saw him, and was moved wiA 
compassion, and running to him fell upon hie neck and 
kissed him. And the son said to him : Fathet, I haTe 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, I am not now wor- 
tiiy to be called thy son. And the father said to hifl aav 
Tanta ; Bring forth quickly the first robe, and pot it on 



of ainnen, while tlut of Uh elder son birlj n 
(liligeot •enauU irlio keep the oomnundiiinils al Ood. Tha yt 
insiiU npon being hia mni nuner ; ud irpon lening Ub UMr^ nraC ha 
tikea ill UiM ha eiui eat from hii fuhar into Ui mm hu>d>i aad (kmi too- 
ceed* to spenU it in nobnw liTlng. Next, he lUla into dMMM, mit iStm 
himaalf oatto ttti nrine under > aitiHu of Ibe coiuitry; he would eTsn 
dldlT, If heooDU,b«MdMnrins,andeiit HH tlie^eat; xnd nobodj cares 
at wm. In tidi aonditiiB, tbon^ta of liie father's hoof p luut his nl&d ■ 
h* ratonu to '■■-"J*; md rawlTes tagt tii liin father rmd confsits hi* bId, 
>ai t« taVett Mm to be medwlml, not as n 8an,lml si s hired semot, 
TbrabUinra (be htlus'i joiflil rasogHrni and honourable restcmtion of 
'bejMitMt MD, and tba Jeuou eegg^Ulnt of the elder brolher. 

mth ifaid to the aHi of tha jonnger son knd hisjoyM reeeptiDii bf 

■ * " etasmd, that no son of BDOouragenient 

iMTe flie FstJ)cr's houae, and to indnlge 
It is quits tme that, in spits of bis 

taM hmnnDnh >u]!'eiiDf( from wsBt, niiscrj-, 

Mt tdsn (o bring h« into the stktt of 

. __„ liHHbK «>«- M.\d. " I WJll arlsA and g6 » 
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him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet : 
tuod bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat 
and make merry : because this my son was dead, and is 
come to life again ; was lost, and is found. And they be- 
gan to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field, and 
when he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music 
and dancing : and he called one of the servants, and asked 
what these things meant. And he said to him : Thy bro- 
ther is come, and thy father hath killed the fatted caJf, be- 
cause he hath received him safe. And he was angry, and 
would not go in. His father therefore coming out began 
to entreat him. And he answering, said to his father : Be- 
hold, for so many years do I serve thee, and I have never 
transgressed thy commandment, and yet thou hast never 
given me a kid to make merry with my friends : but as 
soon as this thy son is come, who hath devoured his sub- 



before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy bod : make me a« 
one of thy hired servants." Who would seriouHly wish to purchase the 
penitent younger son's reception at the cost of undergoing all the misery 
and degradation that he endured before he came into the state of mind 
that led him to seek to return ? 

With regard to the murmur of the elder son, this is shown to be ma- 
nifestly most unreasonable ; for Almighty God, in extending mercy to the 
sinner, and in recei\ing him back again, in no degree abates aught of the 
fidthfol senrant's blessings or rewards. " Sen, thou art ever with me" says 
the fikther in the parable, " and all mine are thine. But as regards thy brother" 
(TBSSDfirxB), " he was dead, and it now alive again ; he was LX)fiT,and is found. 
It was therefore fitting that we should Jeetst and r^oice." If there is ^oy in 
heaven over the sinner that repents, there ought surely to be joy in the 
heart of a fellow-creature, who may so much sooner than he is aware of 
himself fall into sin, and stand in need of the selfsame Divine mercy and 
forgiveness being extended to himself for the pardon of his own sins. 

In this parable it wiU be useful to observe, that there is nothing that 
can b« dir^tly concluded for the acceptance on the part of God of that 
which to often, and in so very unreflecting a nuuiner, is sofiered tojMsib 
emrent iuid«r the presnmptiunis name of % &M](y!2MdLT«v«sA»DLCA« 'Tvt«R:«>. 
is nopanDel Mi allbetween the cum sop^^oMdi indL^SbsiSu c<l^0iA^<aws»^9si v^ 
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stance with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted cal£ 
But he said to him : Son, thou art always with me, and all 
I have is thine. But it was fit that we should make merry 
and be glad, for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again ; was lost, and is found. (St. Luke xy.) 



of the parable. The one, being brought to himself by his'miseries while 
still in his fall strength, and with the prospect of years of life before him, 
resolves and says, " I will arise and go to my father, and ask to be read* 
mitted as a hired servant." The other is startled and terror-stricken bj 
the nearness of death, and begins then for the first time to think of God 
when he finds the world actually failing from under his feet. A good Chris- 
tian will certainly say, May God be merciful to all such poor wretches ! 
but if he is wise, he will add. May He keep me and mine by His merciftil 
grace from ever coming into their most deplorable condition ! 

The parable is also understood to denote the Jews and the Gentile 
people, and in a special manner to rebuke the narrow-minded jealonsj of 
the Jews at the mercies of God being extended to the Gentiles. 




^H-iT woman I. . ~—~~ '"^ ''«*«. 



seribecJ of. », ^ Jl»ral.I« seemTT*. ''"•W. "ist n^f i.- ^ 



THS laaV DKACHUA. 



the piece whicb I hod loat ) So I say to you, there ahall 
be joy before the Angels of God upon one Binner doing 
penance. (S(. Lvix xv.) 
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■i WHAT THOU OWE&T. 



Ihoa .lull bring down h\« B™7 



THE PARABLE 
or 

€(|( Itttfargtoing /ellani-teroant. 

FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 



Therefore is the kingdom of heaveu likened to a king, 
who would take an account of his servants. And when ho 
had begun to take the account, one was brought to him, 
that owed him ten thousand talents. And as he had not 
wherewith to pay it, his lord commanded that he should 
be sold, and his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. But that servant falling down, be- 
sought him, saying : Have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. Ajid the lord of that servant being moved 
with pity, let him go and forgave him the debt. But when 
that servant was gone out, he found one of his fellow-ser- 
vants that owed him an hundred pence : and laying hold 
of him, he throttled him, saying : Pay what thou owest. 
And his fellow-servant falling down, besought him, saying : 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he 
would not : but went and cast him into prison, till he paid 
the debt. Now his fellow-servants seeing what was done 



Explanation. — The meaning of this parable is so plaiu,that explailation 
will rather take away from than add to its cloamess. It is a narra- 
tive in illustration of the petition which our Divine Saviour has taught 
us in His prayer, " Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us." It forms an appropriate link in the scheme of Chris- 
tian doctrine in this place; for after havmg seen in the ^r^c^kdas^^-^gw^^ 
how tenderness and mercy to tlie %iimeT «ta Im^i T^torasaifi^^ -^^^^^^^ 
Dirine justice, we learn very ftttingV^ ui \\a* ^wiX^ft^^Cci^"^ <^Q<i^ v««=^^ 



hi TBI, CKUSL TKLLOW-SSmTAXT. 

were verj much griered, and thej came, and told thdr lord 
all that was done. Then his lord called him ; and said to 
him : Thou wicked senrant, I forgave thee aQ tiie debt, 
because thou besoughtest me : shovddst not thon then have 
had compassion also on thy fellow- servant^ even as I had 
compassion on thee ? And his lord being angry, deliyered 
him to the torturer, until he paid all the debt. So also 
shall My heavenly Father do to you, if you forgive not 
every one his brother from your hearts. 

{St. McMew xviiL) 

quires from us in the way of mercy and forgiveness to those who may hsre 
sinned against us, in return for His mercy that is shown to us in the par- 
don of our sins ; and further, how He will exact the utmost farthing of 
what is dae to His Divine justice from that sinner who refuses to be mer- 
ciful to his brother. 



THE PAIUBLB 



$alan sontinn tfir Cart5. 



The klAgdoiA of he&ven ii likened to a man that Bowed 
good seed itt hit field. But xrhi!« men were asleep, his 
enemy came tlBlA oversowed tares amoog die wheat and 
\rettt hia way. AitA when tile blade waa iprung up, and 
had brou^t fdm Ihiit, then apfwkred also the tares. 
And the aervanti w We goodman of the house coming aaid 
to him : Sir, diM )^'6'a not sow good seed in thy field ? 
whence then bkltt n t&Tes 1 And he stud to them : An 



ufUi* on* nf the BbM- tiltnt VnuJv imfwar uidnU to tliem : &a iliHt 
sowriSUifiiDndn^AiotlitSDnDriiliin. XU U* field It ttl World. And 
tiie gcod (#d «> the .^Li1clr«n of tiu' kiuRdM. XM tt* ^rs are Uia 



tbejr iliall ■,.' ' ^'I'ln d IK>tii1b1s, and ihem i 

the kingdom of tlji-ir Vnxher. ' He IbaC hnlli en] 3 10 Ijtar, l^t li 
(S(. JUoK.i ■ — ■ 



k L«pids. oommenting on lie Bsving, " While mfn tUv.^' 
rine S»?ionr doea not Wop to sn\»ii,»ij»,^->W.*»-'»™«™'* 
AagaitiBe utiileraUnd by thii f^n« u.\«ev X1«> ?**^^*^a]^ 



irUah our Dinne Saiionr doea not Mop Ui «if\un,«ii»,^\V.%9- 
and Bt. AiiffDMiDeutiileratHidbjthuf^iif, uXee^ '■^ '^****' ^ — >. 
IttuMota of the biabops and pimow ot the Chwidii-, *«t ■^«wWA «"»■ 
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enemy hath done Uue. And the seiruits saiil to him 
Witt thou that ve go and gather it up t And he sud 




/mpioat men, pioilins b; iheir opportunity, took occasion then to sowtli 
taret of their berasiea and tlieit crimen. Uenee, say they, " the fiutUk 

Iihonld learn, especially pustora anilttiose in. wBiasivq ,\b ■'i»t.iAi,nol ob3 
'^er their Soclt,h\\.t alwi Bg^nsltVie \io\^ct." 
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No ; lest perhaps gathering up the tares, you root up the 
wheat also together with it. Suffer both to grow until the 
harvest, and in the time of the harvest I will say to the 
reapers : Gather up first the tares, and bind it into 
bundles to burn, but the wheat gather ye into my bam. 

[St, Matthew xiii.) 

God, " not willing," as St Peter declares, " that any should perish, but 
that all should return to penance," has set the episcopal and pastoral office 
in the Church, and the authority of the parents in the family, to the end that 
their voice should be a constant barrier against sin and departure trotxi 
God in all those committed to their care. Thus St. Paul says to the faith- 
ful, " Obey your prelates, and be subject to them ; for they watch as being 
to render an account of your souls" {Heb. xiii. 17). 0, most terrible 
account for those pastors and heads of families whose sleeping at their 

Eost will be found to have furnished the enemy with the occasion to sow 
is bad seed alongside with the good seed which the true Sower is ever 
scattering over His field I 

The parable forms a connecting link in the chain of Christian doctrine, 
as showmg us how God has surrounded us whom He has made children 
of His kingdom with every possible check and warning proper to keep us 
from turning aside fW)m the way of salvation. 



THE PJWABLE 

or 

9\9t5 itl Cijiris. 

OOfMK/Kr rOfc THE POOR, AXD VAWa^fG FOl THT HCH. 



TuKUK WM a certain rich mao, who was clofthed in purple 
and fine linwi ; and feasted samptuouslv erery day. And 
tlj<;r^; waif a certain 1/eggar named Lazsuns, who lay at his 
^ate, full of Hfrrta, desiring to be fiUed with the crombB 
iUfii fell from the rich man's table, and no one £d give 
him ; moreover the dogs came and licked hb sores. And 
it came U) pass that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom. And the rich man also 
dierl ; and lie was buried in hell. And lifting up his eyes 

/'Explanation. — Th'iH parfil^le is explained by St. Grregory at length as 
iiitiiiiui'iin/^ in I.H/aruM iImj b<;f(gar, — whose sores were licked by the dc^, 
'i'-.tnim, but in vain, U> bo f>;d with broken meats that fell from the rich 
iniui'H iiiblir, — 11 tinuri: of thr; Gentile people, full of vices, which were merely 
li<'it(-<l, but not bi;ali'(l, by tbi; mouth of philosophers and soothsayers; and 
ill ib<i ricJi niiiri wh<; furi;(l HinnptiiouKly every day, a figure oftheJevish 
{Kopb*, who }|i>bl tbi* oracb'H of (iod and never made an effort to teach the 
iiiitionM. Doubt b'MH thiH intt.riiretation of a saint and doctor of the Chnich 
lit <)uil<! jiiHt nnd tru<s 

U Miiiy, bowiivcr, bn alHo explained in a moral sense; and in this way it 
will mid nuotlicr Irnpoiliuit link in our chain of Christian doctrine, which 
miiy bit Mlttti-d briffly hh follows: 

'I'liM world tbniugli tin; effitcts of orip^nal sin is full of disorder, and 

Hip ib'Vll In riot hIow to rrproHcnt that which is in reality nothing else hnt 

iJHi (dMiili niid (uiutlba of niun with man, that God is pleased to permit, as 

lliK |ii'iinf of InJuNlbu' and oaiirice on the part of God; and the conclusion 

lliiii, (In* di<>ll rciviM'tly Hiigi^iiHts cannot be mistaken: " To what purpose, 

/'-' ////////i/////i/<; ;i)i'n, do you trouble yourselves to serve a ruler who is 

nhthily oltJwr Mi pvwurleHH as not to be able to maintain order, or so un- 

Jf/»/' UH lint to iinm for it? Therefore \ofte Tvo\hm^\ Vsva.\xi\3D>a ^genertl 

^t'tHtuhh fur tho mmU of this present yioxVVnOdl\Ocv«x^^^ otJc^ Ts«5!a&» 



THE PARABLES 
®uc HoTlr anil dabtouc ^tiui (Tfjcist. 




" THEKE WAS A CEKTAIS BEGGAK NAMED LAZARUS. 



" T*»/ Out teed Dpon me do rnt sleep : ttiey \«.t6 i\tiw4. it* ^^^^^^^^Sb^ 
ir ofm^ a>tt I am eompiired to dirt, mi Ktt WttvuA «» «o(W«* »=■ 
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\Hiito he Vras in torments, he saw Abraham afar ofr, and 
Lasartm in his b6som : and he cried and said : Father 
Abrahatn, have niercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool my tongue ; 
for I am tormented in this fiame. And Abraham said to 
him : Son, remember that thou didst receive good things 
in thy lifetime, and likewise Lazarus evil things : but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And besides all 
this, between us and you there is fixed a great chaos : so 
that they who would pass from hence to you, cannot, nor 
from thence come hither. And he said : Tlien, father, I 
beseech thee that thou wouldst send him to my father's 
house, for I have five brethren, that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this place of torments. And 
Abraham said to bim : They have Moses and the prophets ; 
let them hear them. But he said : No, father Abraham; 



that a sensible man need care about; and as for these invisible goods, leave 
them for devotee women and visionaries." 

The Psalmist had evidently been assailed with this temptation, and 
gives his account of it thus : '' My feet were almost moved; my steps had 
well nigh slipped. For I was moved with zeal, by reason of the wicked, 
seeing the prosperity of sinnera. They have said, How doth God know? 
is there knowledge in the Most High ? Behold these are sinners ; and yet 
abounding in the world they have obtained riches. And I said, Then have 
I justified my heart in vain, and washed my hands among the innocent. 
In vain have I been scourged all the day long ; and my chastisement hath 
been in the morning" {Psalm Ixxii.). In this state of mind, the case of 
liazaras when alive would have seemed to David incomparably worse than 
that of the rich man. He confesses as much, for he says, " I studied that 
I might know tliis thing, but it was a labour in my siglit : until I went into 
the sanctuary of God, and understood concerning their last end." 

" It came to pass," says the parable, "that the beggar died, and was 
carried by angtds into Abraham's bosom. And the rich man also died, and 
he was buried in hell." 

" Son," said Abraham, in answer to the rich majo.^ ** x«vaKtts^s<st ^v&. 
thou in thy lifetime didst receive goodt\mv^ft,\v^%V\%^'VjKi»rasi ^x^'n^sssx^^^ 
but now he is comforted, and t\iou wl t;ornieiv\ftiir 
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but if one went to them from the desA, they will do pen* 
ance. And he said to him : If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they believe though one rose from 
the dead. ^L Luke xvi.) 

The deyil still urges, " But if you could have this * invisible retribution* 
made dear by the report of some one who had come back from the dead, 
it might then be worth your while to believe it." The parable answers, 
" If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they believe though 
one rose from the dead." If the testimony of the Church, which has uni- 
formly proclaimed such a retribution to all generations, is not received, 
there is no farther remedy for unbelief. 

God permits disorder and injustice in the present world to try our faith'; 
and not until the world to come will He render to every one fully accord- 
ing to his deeds. The parable teaches us to strengthen and comfort our- 
selves with this belief. 



THE PARABLES 
®uc Horn auti dabiaitt StiuS Cljdet. 




will trafBc and mt-YBtnt ttW' 

roe on me morrow. For «h»t la joar \Wel \U»».-ii 
rblle, aad afterwards Bhall -vwilrti a'Bij."— 



THE PARABLE 

OF 
UNCERTAINTY OF UFE. 



And He spoke a similitude to them, saying : 

The laud of a certain rich man brought forth plenty 
of fruits. And he thought within himself, saying : What 
shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my 
fruits ? And he said : This will I do : I will pull down 
my barns, and will build greater : and into them will I 
gather all things that are grown to me, and my goods. 



Explafiation.^-The lesson contained in this parable somewhat aptly 
concludes our chain of Christian doctrine. Though the simplest of all, it 
is, perhaps, tlie lesson most generally disregarded in practice, not to say 
totally disbelieved. 

" Therefore," says St. Paul, " they that are of the faith, shall be blessed 
with faithful Abraham" {GaL iii. 9). " Abraham proved his faith,** as St. 
Paul further tells us, " by obeying to go out to a place which he was called 
to receive for an inheritance ; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went." " Abraham also died," St. Paul further says, " according to fitdth, 
confessing that he was a pilgrim and stranger upon earth. For they that 
say these things do signify that they seek a country. And truly if they had 
been mindful of that from which ^ey came out, doubtless they had time 
to return. But now they desire a better, that is to say, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He hath prepared 
for them a city" (Heb. xi. 8). 

If they that are of the faith are to be blessed with faithful Abraham, 
like Abranam they must be seeking a heavenly city ; for, as St. Paul says, 
" we have not here a lasting city, but we seek one tliat is to come." But if, 
having their blessing with faithful AbraJiam, Christians are seeking without 
any self-deception a city that is to come, then they are as unlike a& ^^e^ 
possibly can be to the rich man of this parable,N^^o*fe^'Q^«gcl^A\«s^«.'*«5B^. 

beyond his bams and the things that he coia\^ ^e. . . ,5mso^ 

The rich mm of this parable is thus tci^erj^j^jsv'^^'w^^^'^'^^^ 
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And I will say to my soul : Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years, take thy rest, eat, drink, make 
good cheer. But God said to him : Thou fool, this night 
do they require thy soul of thee ; and whose shall those 
things he which thou hast provided ? So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards Grod. 

(St. Luke xiL) 

nerer be absent from the mind of erery Christian, that he may remember 
and never forget that his blessing is to be like to fedthfol AbraJiam in that 
point in which he is the absolute contrary of the rich man of the parable, 
viz. that Abraham had not his mind full of thoughts of building more 
bams and enjojring good things laid up for many years, bui lived as a 
stranger and pilgrim in this present world, — in it, but not of it, — and seek- 
ing not its good things, but a heavenly city. 

Such was faithful Abraham, and such was not the rich man of the 
l>arable. Reader, with which of the two have you most feelings and 
wishes in common ? And as you answer the question honestly to yourself 
before God, remember what St. Paul says, " They that are of the feitb, 
shall be blessed with faithful Abraham ;" to which may be added, " They 
who are of the world, and living for the world, shall be in the condemna- 
tion of the rich man." 



^ 



SPOKEN AT DIFFERENT TIMES BY JESUS CHRIST, 
AND WHICH OCCUR IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE EVANGELISTS. 



St. Matthew \'ii. 24. All who hear and do the words of Jesus are likened 

to a man that built his house on the rock ; and 
those who hear and do not, to the man who built 
his house on the sand. 

„ xiii. 81. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a grain of 

mustard-seed, which is planted and becomes a 
tree, and the fowls of the air lodge in its branches. 

„ „ 83. It is also likened to leaven, which a woman hid in 

three measures of meal. 

„ „ 45. Also to a merchant-man seeking goodly pearls. 

„ „ 47. Also to a net cast into the sea, gathering both good 

and bad. 

,, xxi. 28. Jesus uses the similitude of the two sons, whom 

their father sent into his vineyard, one of whom 
refused to go, but repented ; the other promised, 
but broke his promise. 
St. Mark iv. 26. The kingdom of God is compared to the gradual 

growth of seed cast into the ground. 
St. Luke xi. 0. People are encouraged to pray by the similitude of 

a friend coming at midnight to borrow three 
loaves, and prevailing by his importunity. 
„ xii. 48. All persons in authority are warned not to follow the 
example of the drunken servant, who beat the 
men-servants and m»l^«%srtv^\ <sA^^<^n'< ^'^'^^ ^ 
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St. Lake zIt. 8. Ad?ice given in the fonn of a parable, not to chooae 

the first place at feasts. 
„ „ 28. The comparison of the man who, having a tower to 

bnild, first sat down to compute the cost. 
„ „ 81. The comparison of the king abont to make war, who 

calculated how far he was able to make head 
against his adversary. 



THE END. 
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The Twelve Kyiteriet of the Holy luEuicy of Jesiu 

Christ 

Suited for a Christmas Present. With Foarteen nev Designs. Price, on 
toned paper, roan morocco, 2s. ; cloth gilt. Is. 6d. ; Cheap Edition, cloth, 
6s, per dozen. 

VI. 

The Seven DoloiLrs of the Blessed Virgin : 

a Companion to the Rosary of the Seven Dolours. Illustrated with original 
Designs. Price, roan morocco, 2s.', cloth gilt, !«. Qd.; Cheap Edition, 
cloth, 6*. per dozen. 

VII. 

The Fifteen Mysteries of the Bosary ; 

or, Companion to the Devotion of the Rosary, and Manual for Circles of 
the Living Rosarj-. Illustrated with Eighteen new Designs. Price, roan 
morocco, 3*. ; best cloth gilt, 2s. ; Cheap Edition, cloth, 6s. per dozen. 

*«* The attention oftlie Clergy and representatives of Circles of the 
Living Rosary is particularly invited to the low price of the Cheap Edition 
of this Work. 

VIII. 

The School Keepsake and Monitor for After-life. 

With Three beautiful Plates. A present to a child on leaving school. 
This cheap little book is beautifully printed, with new pictures, and is 
intended for a gift on a scholar quitting school : a form and place being 
provided in the title-page for writing the name of the scholar, the date of 
his or her entering the school, and leaving it, &o. Price, in cloth, id» ; 
morocco, Is. 6d, 

IX. 

The Life of St Benedict : 

A new Translation from the Dialogues of St. Gregory the Great With 
t//0 ''Spirit of the Rule of St. Benedict," by the Right Rev. Bishop Ulla- 
THORNE. Ulnetrated with Ten original Design*, cn^jww^te. ths flntirtyto 
^oTArt by Panitemaxer, of Brussels. 3«. ftd.\>%a\. c\ci^ ^^.N ^^aaa,^. 



